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"OURS IS THE STORY OF A COMMUNITY THAT FOR CENTURIES HAS BEEN THE PLACE TO

MEET, TRADE, EXCHANGE IDEAS, ENJOY FESTIVALS, AND LIVE IN THE WILD, WILD WEST."

AND SO THE RONSTADT FAMILY DESCRIBES THE HISTORY OF TUCSON, WHICH FOR THE

PAST 100 YEARS HAS BEEN SUBTKY INTERTWINED WITH THE FAMILY'S OWN-HISTORY. IN

THE INTRODUCTION TO TUCSON: HIGH DESERT HARMONY , RONSTADT FAMILY

MEMBERS REMINISCE ABOUT ANCESTOR FRED RONSTADT'S OPPORTUNE MOVE TO A

NEW CITY AND A NEW LIFE: "FRED'S LEGACY LIES NOT MERELY WITH THE SUCCESSFUL

BUSINESS THAT HE BUILT HERE, OR IN THE NUSIC THAT HE LOVED AND HANDED DOWN

TO US, BUT ALSO IN HIS SPIRIT OF COMMITMENT TO THE COMMUNITY." FROM THE

BOOK'S PAGES LEAP A FAMILY'S LOVE FOR ITS SURROUNDINGS AND THE CITY IT STILL

CALLS HOME. IN THIS VALLEY, OUTLAWS SUCH AS JOHN DILLINGEER AND FAMOUS

LAWMEN SUCH AS WYATT EARP MIXED AND MINGLED WITH ORDINARY CITIZENS. HERE

ALSO, NATIVE AMERICANS, SPANIARDS, MEXICANS, CHINESE, JEWS, ANGLOS, AND

AFRICAN-AMERICANS HAVE UNITED TO PRODUCE "A UNIQUE SPIRIT OF TUCSON-AN

INDESCRIBABLE, IRREPLACEABLE FEELING ONE GETS WHEN SURROUNDED BY CLEAR,

STARLIT SKIES, MAJESTIC MOUNTAINS, AND THE BEAUTIFUL SONORAN DESERT." AIDED

BY HUNDREDS OF BEAUTIFUL IMAGES CULLED FROM THE AREA'S FINEST

PHOTOGRAPHERS, THE RONSTADTS LEAD US ON AN EPIC JOURNEY. FROM THE

MIGRATION OF THE HOHOKAM TRIBE IN A. D. 100 AND THE ADVENT OF EUROPEAN

EXPLORERS IN THE 1500S TO FRED RONSTADT'S ARRIVAL IN THE 1800S AND THE

EVENTS OF TODAY, TUCSON HAS ESTABLISHED ITSELF AS A WORTHY DESTINATION.

AFTER ALL, AS ONE OF THE CITY'S PIONEERING FAMILIES ELOQUENTLY STATES,

"TUCSON IS WHERE IT'S BEEN HAPPENING IN THIS BEAUTIFUL VALLEY FOR MORE THAN

10,000 YEARS."
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I lived in Tucson Az but moved back east. This book definetly reminded me a lot of stuff that I miss

so much out west. I recommend it for anyone that is home-sick (like me) or just want to know more

about the specifics in Tucson. It has a lot of great pictures and a whole bunch of information about

the ecology.
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